ASCC Themes Panel 
Approved Minutes
Thursday, December 16th, 2021							           3:30PM – 5:00PM
CarmenZoom

1) Approval of 12/02/2021 Minutes
· Kogan, Conroy, unanimously approved 
2) Earth Science 2205 (existing course with GE Natural Science – Physical Science; requesting new GE Theme: Lived Environments & Sustainability)
· Theme Advisory Group: Sustainability 
· The reviewing faculty found the responses in the GE Theme submission form to be well-connected for inclusion within the GE Theme: Sustainability. However, there was little support in the course syllabus, specifically the readings, schedule and grading. 
· The reviewing faculty note that the responses to the ELOs highlight social, religious, ethical and economic considerations, but it is not clear where students gain these insights based upon the course readings and topics and therefore asks for more information about these considerations be included within the course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty are unsure if the weekly assignments pertain to the group project or if they are related to anything else within the course syllabus. To this end, they ask for clarification regarding the weekly assignments, and further elaboration on how the weekly assignments will connect to the GE Theme: Sustainability ELOs. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that Sustainability be included within the course description. 
· No Vote 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments 
· The reviewing faculty agree with the Sustainability TAG in that the GE Theme submission form is well-connected but does not translate to the course syllabus. 
· The reviewing faculty request further elaboration of the weekly assignments and how they connect to the GE Theme: Lived Environments ELOs and tie these assignments directly to the description given on the GE Theme submission form. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that more information surrounding how the GE Theme: Lived Environments ELOs will be satisfied in the course syllabus by translating the information in the GE submission form into the course topics, readings and assignments. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty ask for further information on the course readings as they are unclear how these will satisfy the general GE ELOs. The readings, as given, appear to be giving a purely planetary approach and not incorporating Sustainability or Lived Environments. Are there supplemental materials, such as lectures or other readings? 
· Additionally, the reviewing faculty ask for clarification on the course textbook, as it is currently recommended, and students are able to purchase any edition. Will there be required course readings from the recommended textbook? Where do the course readings come from? 
· The reviewing faculty ask for more indication in the proposal how this course will be an advanced course on the topic and within the Sustainability and Lived Environments Themes. 
· No Vote 
3) English and AAAS 2367.07S (existing courses approved for SL and GE Writing and Communication – Level 2 & Diversity – Social Diversity in the U.S.; requesting new GE Theme Lived Environments with Service-Learning High Impact Practice) (carried over from last meeting) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments 
· The reviewing faculty found the case for the GE Theme: Lived Environments to be compelling and recommend moving the course forward. 
· Washburn, Hanlon, unanimously approved 
· Theme Panel 
· The reviewing faculty request that the extra credit hour to account for the High Impact Practice: Service-Learning be accounted for and rationalized within the course syllabus. Additionally, they request to see the contact hours (meeting date and time) on the new, 4-credit hour syllabus in order to ensure there is proper direct instructional time for a 4-credit hour course. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend providing percentages in the course grading scale on page 16 of the 4-credit hour syllabus, as currently, the grading scale appears to offer what a student will earn should they earn a specific letter grade. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend including the discussion posts mentioned in the GE submission inventory into the course syllabus as a course requirement/assignment. 
· Ferketich, Vaessin, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above)
4) English 2367.05 (existing course with GE Writing and Communication – level 2 & GE Diversity – Social Diversity in the U.S.; requesting GE Theme: Lived Environments) (return) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments 
· Washburn, Vasey, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· Please include a letter grade of “E” within the course grading scale. 
· Ferketich, Vaessin, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) 
5) Arabic 3702 (existing course with GE Literature and GE Diversity – Global Studies; requesting GE Theme: Lived Environments) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments
· The reviewing faculty found this course to be excellent and would like to use it as an exemplar of a proposal for the GE Theme: Lived Environments. 
· Washburn, Steinmetz, unanimously approved 
· Themes Panel 
· Vaessin, Ferketich, unanimously approved 
6) History 2701 (existing course with GE Historical Study; requesting new GE Theme: Lived Environments) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments 
· The reviewing faculty request that a statement explaining how the GE Theme: Lived Environments ELOs will be satisfied be included underneath the GE Goals and ELOs, as this is a requirement of General Education courses within the College of Arts and Sciences. 
· Washburn, Steinmetz, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above)
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty request the addition of GE Theme: Lived Environment ELO 1.2 to the course syllabus, as it is currently missing. The GE Goals and ELOs can be found on the Office of Academic Affairs website at: https://oaa.osu.edu/ohio-state-ge-program. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend removing the grade of D- from the grading scale, as The Ohio State University does not award the letter grade of D-. 
· The reviewing faculty recommend tying the course description to the GE Theme: Lived Environments to help students help connect this course to the GE Theme. 
· Vaessin, Ferketich, unanimously approved with one contingency (in bold above) and two recommendations (in italics above) 
7) AAAS & History 3086 (existing cross-listed courses with GE Historical Study & GE Diversity – Global Studies; requesting new GE Theme: Lived Environments) 
· Theme Advisory Group: Lived Environments
· The reviewing faculty find this is to be an excellent course but are unconvinced that it will lend itself to the GE Theme: Lived Environments and request additional elaboration within the GE submission form and course syllabus about how the GE ELOs will be satisfied within the course. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that that course readings, assignments and topics are much more clearly linked to the GE Theme: Lived Environments ELOs. 
· No Vote 
· Themes Panel 
· The reviewing faculty request that descriptive statements about daily activities and topics be added to the course schedule to help further connect it to the GE Theme: Lived Environments ELOs. 
· The reviewing faculty ask that additional clarification and connections be added to explicitly show how the course texts will be connected to issues of Lived Environments.
· No Vote 
